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The Zacks Analyst Blog Highlights: Marathon
Oil Corporation, Kohlberg Kravis Roberts,
ExxonMobil, Chevron and ConocoPhillips

03.06.2011 | PR Newswire

CHICAGO, June 3, 2011 /PRNewswire/ -- Zacks.com announces the list of stocks featured in the Analyst
Blog. Every day the Zacks Equity Research analysts discuss the latest news and events impacting stocks
and the financial markets. Stocks recently featured in the blog include: Marathon Oil Corporation

, Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.
, ExxonMobil
, Chevron Corp.

and ConocoPhillips

(Logo: http://photos.prnewswire.com/prnh/20101027/ZIRLOGO)

Get the most recent insight from Zacks Equity Research with the free Profit from the Pros newsletter:
http://at.zacks.com/?id=5513

Here are highlights from Thursday's Anal yst Bl og:
Marat hon to ' Shale' Qut $3.5B

Integrated energy firm Marathon Oil Corporation

has agreed to acquire acreage in the burgeoning Eagle Ford shale formation in South Texas from Hilcorp
Resources Holdings, L.P. - a privately owned producer of onshore crude oil and natural gas - for $3.5 billion.

The transaction, which is expected to close on November 1, will substantially expand Marathon's exposure to
the North American unconventional 'shale gas' plays.

As per the deal between the two Houston-based companies, Hilcorp - backed by private equity giant
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.

- will sell its 141,000 net acres (217,000 gross), primarily in Atascosa, Karnes, Gonzales and DeWitt
counties in Texas, to Marathon.

As of May 1, the assets (approximately 90% operated with 65% average working interest) included 36 wells,
producing 7,000 net barrels of oil per day, with 10 more wells drilled and awaiting completion. Marathon will
also have an option to buy about 14,000 additional net acres through tag-along rights and other leasing.

In conjunction with other transactions expected to close by the end of 2011, Marathon's Hilcorp deal will
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more than double its current Eagle Ford holdings, bringing its total position in one of the U.S.'s biggest shale
formations to 285,000 net acres.

We see the acquisition as part of Marathon's efforts to shore up its exploration and production operations,
with the company on its way to separate its refining and sales business from its upstream operations,
thereby creating two independent entities.

Marathon, the fourth largest U.S.-based integrated oil company behind ExxonMobil

, Chevron Corp.

and ConocoPhillips

, currently retains a Zacks #3 Rank, which translates into a short-term Hold rating. We are also maintaining
our long-term Neutral recommendation on the stock.

Want more from Zacks Equity Research? Subscribe to the free Profit from the Pros newsletter:
http://at.zacks.com/?id=5515.

About Zacks Equity Research

Zacks Equity Research provides the best of quantitative and qualitative analysis to help investors know what
stocks to buy and which to sell for the long-term.

Continuous coverage is provided for a universe of 1,150 publicly traded stocks. Our analysts are organized
by industry which gives them keen insights to developments that affect company profits and stock
performance. Recommendations and target prices are six-month time horizons.

Zacks 'Profit from the Pros' e-mail newsletter provides highlights of the latest analysis from Zacks Equity
Research. Subscribe to this free newsletter today: http://at.zacks.com/?id=5517

About Zacks

Zacks.com is a property of Zacks Investment Research, Inc., which was formed in 1978 by Leon Zacks. As a
PhD from MIT Len knew he could find patterns in stock market data that would lead to superior investment
results. Amongst his many accomplishments was the formation of his proprietary stock picking system; the
Zacks Rank, which continues to outperform the market by nearly a 3 to 1 margin. The best way to unlock the
profitable stock recommendations and market insights of Zacks Investment Research is through our free
daily email newsletter; Profit from the Pros. In short, it's your steady flow of Profitable ideas GUARANTEED
to be worth your time! Register for your free subscription to Profit from the Pros at
http://at.zacks.com/?id=5518.

Visit http://www.zacks.com/performance for information about the performance numbers displayed in this
press release.

Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/zacksresearch

Join us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/Zacks-Investment-Research/575536577487? ref=ts

Disclaimer: Past performance does not guarantee future results. Investors should always research
companies and securities before making any investments. Nothing herein should be construed as an offer or
solicitation to buy or sell any security.
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Media ContactZacks Investment Research800-767-3771 ext. 9339support@zacks.com
http://www.zacks.com/

Zacks Investment Research, Inc.

Web Site: http://www.zacks.com/
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